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would consider the matter in the light of the Minister's views and
would let him know of my decision shortly. If I should decide to
abandon my leave of absence, I hoped that the decision would prove
to be justified through a positive improvement in the situation of
American interests in China.
A desultory discussion of the war in Europe followed. In spite of
some acrid comments, the conversation, which lasted approximately
one hour, was conducted in friendly vein and tone. I ended on the
note that statesmanship must look to the long future rather than to
the immediate present, and that the reasons for Japanese-American
friendship are fundamental and must win out in the long run simply
because, in the long run, Japan cannot get along without the friend-
ship of the United States.
JAPAN AND THE NETHERLANDS INDIES
May i, 1940
The future status of the Netherlands East Indies, in case Holland
should be invaded by Germany, has become an important issue.
The official statement of Arita on April 15, that Japan could not
view with equanimity any alteration in the status quo of the islands,
was inspired, we have reason to believe, by reports in various European
neutral capitals that the United States was contemplating taking the
islands under our protection in such circumstances, and we also
have reason to believe that it was a German who circulated these
reports. Arita's statement led to a counter-statement by Mr. Hull,
that we also are interested in the fate of the islands. Arita remarked
ruefully to -an informant that when he made his statement he had
no idea that the American Government would interpret it as an
indication that Japan herself intended to " protect" the islands.
At any rate, the exchange of pleasantries has served to put our own
Government squarely on record in this important issue.
" PUT ME DOWN AS AN ORIGINAL WILLKIE MAN "
June 10, 1940
It is still too early to foresee who the Republican presidential
nominee will be. My own choice would unquestionably be Wendell
WillMe, and some time ago when I read his first speech and a descrip-
tion of his background, personality, and character, I told Alice that
he would eventually emerge and that she could put me down as an
original Willkie man. He hasn't emerged yet, but I think he will. I
hope and believe that Roosevelt will run again and be re-elected
because he recognizes and is dealing effectively with the outstanding
issue in our national interests to-day, namely, the paramount import-
ance of getting ready to meet the coming Nazi penetration—I do
not say invasion—yet—of the Western Hemisphere. That issue
transcends all domestic problems, and my guess is that if Roosevelt

